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Education

Biologist graduated from the Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolás de Hidalgo (UMSNH), with master’s degree studies in animal biology at the Faculty of Sciences of the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), doctoral studies in the University of Córdoba, Spain and graduated as LEAD Fellow (Cohort 12) under the LEAD-Mexico Program at El Colegio de Mexico (Colmex).
Employment

He works at the National Commission for the Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity (CONABIO) —the leading institution on Biodiversity in Mexico— since its establishment in 1992. Currently serves as the Director of International Cooperation and Implementation in Biodiversity, leading the Co
ordination on International Affairs and the Mexican CITES Scientific Authority. He founded these two areas of CONABIO, as well as the Coordination on Liaison & Biodiversity Strategies, which was under his supervision until September 2022; the Documentation Center; the Images Bank; the Coordination on Communication and Outreach; and External Services to address information requests.
Experience

He has a wide experience on biodiversity-related research (taxonomy and biogeography), including fieldwork in ornithology, public policies, and environmental diplomacy. He is highly skilled in organizational development and establishing strategic alliances and negotiations at the highest levels at the national, regional and multi-lateral scales, as well as with relevant stakeholders such as academia, civil society and the private sector. To the date, he has more than 50 publications under his authorship in scientific journals, book chapters, and scientific outreach articles. 
At the national level, he has led the coordination of: 

· The Country Study of Biodiversity in Mexico (1998)
· The Mexican National Biodiversity Strategies (2000 and 2016)

· The Mexican Strategy for Plant Conservation (2012)

· Substantive agenda Team for CBD COP13 (2014-2016)

At the international level, since 1994 he represents the Government of Mexico in relevant meetings conducted in more than 60 countries, covering around six of the major biodiversity-related conventions and associated fora: 
· The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). He serves as Mexico’s National Focal Point for: The Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) – where he Chaired from 2018 to 2023; the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC); and the Clearing House Mechanism (CHM) until 2015. He has been member of the COP and SBSTTA Bureaux and has chaired several working groups under a wide array of CBD bodies including the Advisory Group on Synergies between Biodiversity-related Conventions. He also led the team responsible of the substantive agenda items in preparation for COP13 in Cancun (2016) and was part of the team representing Mexico’s COP13 Presidency in CBD related meetings during the 2016-2018 period. In 2018, during SBSTTA-22 he was elected to be part of the SBSTTA Bureau and during COP14 he was elected by consensus as SBSTTA Chair. Since then, he has led the technical and scientific agenda of CBD, including the construction and negotiation process of the post-2020 biodiversity agenda, now Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. During COP15, in December 2022, he successfully chaired negotiations to adopt the Monitoring Framework and indicators for the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and currently chairs COP16 Working Group II with 26 Agenda items. 
· The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). He serves as the Head of the Mexican Scientific Authority since 2000, and member of the Plants Committee (as Vice-Chair (2010-2015) for Representative of North America Region). In 2008, he planned, organized and chaired the “International Workshop on Non-Detriment Findings”, which was a milestone to ensure the sustainability of exports within CITES. Similarly, in 2014, he led the organization of the 27th and 21st meetings of the Animals and Plants Committees (AC27/PC21), where, on behalf of CONABIO, he received the first ever CITES Secretary-General’s Certificate of Merit for Science. He has also authored more than 30 amendment proposals to CITES Appendices and Resolutions, which have been successfully adopted by the Conference of the Parties; he has coordinated 12 periodic reviews to CITES Appendices, thus positioning Mexico as the leading country in this process; and he has coordinated countless in-session and intersessional working groups, covering all CITES Bodies (Conference of the Parties, Animals Committee, Plants Committee, and Standing Committee, including intersessional working groups on traceability, and synthetic DNA).
· Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). He serves as Mexico’s National Focal Point since the establishment of IPBES. He participated as Vice-Chair during the negotiations on the Platform’s establishment and its first work programme (2014-2018), promoting the inclusion of the Thematic Assessment of the Sustainable Use of Wild Species and drafting its scoping. He has been one of the most outspoken advocates for the sustainable use assessment and a key negotiator at IPBES Plenaries, particularly for the summaries for policy makers for the Regional Assessment for the Americas, the Global Assessment and the recently approved Thematic Assessment on Invasive Alien Species. 
· The Commission on Environmental Cooperation (CEC). He has participated since its creation in 1994 and served as member of Steering Committees on many projects including an innovative Project on “Sustainable trade of Appendix II species in North America” and oversees the implementation of its five action plans on turtles, parrots, tarantulas, sharks, and tropical timber.
· The Central American Commission for Environment and Development (CCAD). He has participated as member of the working tables on biodiversity, CITES and CBD for the las two decades.
· The Canada-Mexico-U.S.A. Trilateral Committee for Wildlife and Ecosystem Conservation and Management. He has participated since 1995 and has chaired the CITES working tables, in addition to collaborating with the Executive Bureau.  
Other activities led by Mr. Benítez Díaz:
· He coordinated the elaboration of State Level Studies and Strategies on Biodiversity, in 27 Mexican Entities. 
· He also serves as Mexico’s region Vice-Chair of the Crocodile Specialist Group (CSG) of the Species Survival Commission (SSC) of International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) since 2010, and organized its Twenty-sixth Global Meeting, which took place in May 2022 in Chetumal, Quintana Roo, Mexico.
Languages 
Mother tongue Spanish, Highly Fluent in English
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