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L’annexe à la présente note contient, en anglais seulement, les offres soumises par les 
gouvernements des pays suivants : Allemagne, France, Inde, Kenya et République de Corée, 
concernant l’emplacement physique du secrétariat de la plateforme intergouvernementale scientifique 
et politique sur la biodiversité et les services écosystémiques. Ces offres ont été soumises au Président 
du Bureau, pour examen à la deuxième session de la Réunion plénière visant à déterminer les 
modalités et les dispositions institutionnelles concernant la plateforme intergouvernementale 
scientifique et politique sur la biodiversité et les services écosystémiques. L’annexe est présentée telle 
qu’elle a été reçue et n’a pas été officiellement éditée. Les offres des gouvernements peuvent être 
consultées, dans leur langue d’origine, sur le site www.ipbes.net/plenary-sessions/intersessional-
process.html. 

 

                                                           
∗ UNEP/IPBES.MI/2/1. 
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Annexe 

Emplacement physique du secrétariat de la plateforme 
intergouvernementale scientifique et politique sur la biodiversité et 
les services écosystémiques – Texte des offres soumises par les 
gouvernements des pays suivants : Allemagne, France, Inde, Kenya 
et République de Corée 

 A. Offer by France 
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B.  Offer by Germany 
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C. Offer by India 

India’s offer to host the Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 

The Government of India offers to host the Secretariat of the Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). This interest is 
based on the megadiverse nature of the country, availability of enormous intellectual, 
technical, legal and policy expertise relating to biodiversity, the leadership role India has 
played in developing pro-active national, regional and international policy on biodiversity, its 
ability to link science based policy making in the country, and support to other developing 
countries. 

 India is a recognised megadiverse country rich in biodiversity and associated 
traditional knowledge, which is found both coded as in our ancient texts of Indian systems of 
medicine, and non-coded as in our ancient texts of Indian medicines, and non-coded, as in 
oral undocumented traditions. With just 2.4% of the land area, India accounts for nearly 7% 
of the recorded species, even while supporting 18% of human population. 

Being an emerging economy with progressive and inclusive leadership actions that 
provide for establishing special regional and international platforms to build the capacities of 
other countries through a range of actions identified in this proposal, Government of India is 
well placed to provide intellectual, human, knowledge, financial, social and technical support 
for effective functioning of the IPBES. 

Given the global role India is currently playing in governance issues and its neutral 
and objective approach on key policy issues, India is well placed to not only provide 
substantive physical facilities for IPBES but also will provide credibility to the Platform itself 
by hosting the Secretariat. 

A. Experience of India in Science-Policy Actions 
India, being one of the key countries who participated in the full length negotiations of 

important biodiversity related multi-lateral environmental agreements (MEAs) and facilitated 
their early ratification and implementation has had enormous experience of science based 
decision making. With close to seven decades of experience in establishing national 
institutions and programmes such as Department of Science and Technology (DST), Council 
for Scientific, Industrial Research (CSIR), National Knowledge Mission, All-India Coordinated 
Programmes on science and technology, Farmer’s Knowledge Centres 
(KrishiVigyanKendras), National Innovation Foundation, a range of scientific and regulatory 
authorities, India has demonstrated its ability to bring together knowledge, interest and 
capital onto coordinated platforms for moving the development agenda through eleven Five 
Year Planning processes. The experience of all the above programmes laid the foundation 
for India establishing itself as a global leader in science and technology, application, policy 
making and implementation. 

India’s Biological Diversity Act (2002) and Rules (2004) is one of the most 
progressive, facilitative, regulatory and advisory frameworks developed to deal with the troika 
of conservation and development action, namely conservation, sustainable use and benefit 
sharing. With an umbrella policy framework guided by scientific experience and expertise, the 
Act is currently seen as the most progressive legislations in the world on biological diversity 
and ecosystem management. 

The human resource and economic potential of the country with increasing national 
and local support for making the country a knowledge capital to the world is unparalleled as 
well as balanced to consider policy making that is relevant for the society as a whole and is 
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based on equity. This is making India a consistent knowledge power as well as balanced 
leader in spreading science and policy to local actions. 

 India has the fourth largest reservoir of scientific manpower in the world and has 
numerous institutions engaged in frontier areas of research and development. A list of some 
such scientific institutions is at Annexure I. Further, India has registered an annual growth 
rate of 12% in scientific publications in indexed journals as compared to about 4% of global 
average.  

 India is also emerging as the preferred hub for knowledge-based industries, and 
several key global firms including Microsoft, General Electric, Intel, IBM, Boeing and Google 
have established R&D centres in India. Indian scientific prowess is further reflected in the fact 
that as many as 12% scientists and 38% doctors in the US are Indians, and 36% of scientists 
at NASA, 34% of employees at Microsoft, 28% at IBM, 17% at Intel and 13% at Xerox are 
Indians.  

India’s role in inclusive approach of development with capacity development and 
human resource capital empowerment around the world is demonstrated by the following 
examples.  India is providing a five billion USD credit to Africa for various development 
projects for the next three year, along with an additional USD 700 million package to 
establish new institutions and training programmes and USD 300 million for a new railway 
line in Africa.  Besides, India has contributed USD 3.39 million to African Development Fund 
as a part of a technical cooperation agreement. The International Technical Exchange and 
Cooperation (ITEC) programme of the Ministry of External Affairs is providing full-paid 
fellowships for professional from around the world to travel to India and work for specific 
periods. 

India is also well recognised for its balanced and forward looking engagement with all 
the regions of the world based on principles of fairness and equity, inclusiveness and 
support, openness and transparency. These qualities make India an ideal location to host 
IPBES Secretariat. 

B. Local Facilities and Conditions 

1. Availability of International Conference Facilities and Conditions for 
their Use 

India has a range of world class conference venues and facilities as demonstrated by 
a host of international events happening in India across the country and not just in the 
Capital city of New Delhi. The UNFCCC COP in 2000, the F1 Formula Race in 2011, the 
planned CBD COP 11 in 2012 offer a glimpse of India’s infrastructural and related facilities. 

With a motto ‘AthithiDevoBhava’ (Guest is God!), India has a long lasting tradition of 
welcoming and hosting guests from around the world. With more than a dozen major cities in 
India boasting world-class facilities that are available for most economical and competitive 
rates as well as completely subsidised, India can afford providing a range of conference 
facilities befitting the effective functioning and profile of IPBES. 

Several of these facilities are owned by Government and through public-private 
partnerships making the availability a non-issue. 

The infrastructural facilities in the venues are world-class with many also providing 
facilities for UN-style conference with interpretation and the related as well. The Ministry of 
Environment and Forests (MOEF) will ensure availability of these facilities for IPBES. 

2. Access to qualified conference servicing staff 

With its globalised citizens, clients and business outreach, India now has very fine 
facilities for conference services. On a regular basis, UN style conferences are held across 
India with more than 20,000 – 30,000 participants present at many events. A range of 
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interpretation, translation and language editing facilities and expertise is available in India to 
support organisation of IPBES related events. The Central Institute of English and Foreign 
Languages based in Hyderabad, the Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi offer 
structured programmes on foreign language training for Indians in more than 40 languages 
with trained personnel deployed within and outside India. 

India’s support to hosting the CBD COP 11 meeting includes provision of language 
experts to delegations both at formal sessions and through informal interactions. 

3. Availability of international and domestic transportation facilities and 
ease of arranging international travel 

India is now a preferred destination for leisure, health, employment, conference and 
spiritual travel around the world. India is well connected with all the countries with flight 
connections to multiple cities having regular frequency of flights. The facilitative elements for 
these are in place through a range of programmes including the ‘Incredible India’ campaign 
of Ministry of Tourism.  

India has the best domestic travel facilities with ever increasing flight, train and luxury 
bus services across India. The availability of speciality travel services like chartering flights 
and corporate travel support is one of the most affordable in the world. 

4. Communication facilities and ICT infrastructure 

India is the global hub for information communication technology (ICT) and has 
proven track record of some of the best facilities and infrastructure in the world. With 
international ICT giants ranging from IBM to Indian mega companies such as Infosys, there is 
no doubt about the capacities and capabilities of India to offer the best facilities for 
communication that is the most competitive in the world today.  

With multiple players covering the sector now the facilities are both immediate as well 
as affordable. 

5. Diplomatic representation in the country 

As an important global player, India has good diplomatic relations with all the 
countries in the world, many of who have their full-fledged representation in India. India has 
always maintained a friendly and equitable relationship with countries in the world and is 
seen as a level-player in diplomatic relationship and issues. This strength of India is the 
biggest positive for its pitch to host the IPBES Secretariat. 

6. Presence of international organizations 

India has been supporting the presence of UN bodies as well as regional and 
international organizations. A list of some important of such organisations is at Annexure-II.  
This is now being pursued vigorously than before due to the increasing availability of better 
infrastructure and facilities as well as the intellectual capacity the country could afford to 
provide.  

7. Level of Security 

India is on par with any other country when it comes to security infrastructure and 
preparedness. All the major cities of India have the needed security and intelligence 
networks to provide for safety and security of its people and visitors. This is constantly being 
reviewed and improved as well. 

India can provide for the best security cover and facilities for IPBES Secretariat, its 
staff and visitors at any given time. The availability of trained manpower in this sphere is a 
plus point for India. 
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8. Availability of Health Facilities 

India boasts the health tourism capital of the world that provides for the most 
affordable health facilities in the world that is most superior with both spread and quality. 
India provides for traditional health and medical facilities in all its cities and towns besides 
providing for world-class medical facilities in all the cities. The treatment is one of the best in 
the world that is personalised and immediate with no waiting time needed for any kind of 
consultancy as well as emergency.  

Apart from providing for cure and treatment, India provides the best facilities for 
preventive medicine as well. This is the most attractive part for both Indians and non-Indians 
living in India. 

9. Availability of Suitable Housing 

India has one of the most reasonable, affordable and classic accommodation facilities 
in the region or globally today. With simple un-furnished accommodation facilities to fully 
fledged serviced facilities, India offers a range of safe, hygienic, affordable and liveable 
accommodation facilities. The costs of renting or leasing is very competitive that comes with 
range of support services such as catering and boarding services as well as required.  

The quality and quantity of such accommodation suiting international standards has 
been on the raise constantly. With this India can offer the best accommodation and housing 
facilities for the IPBES Secretariat and its staff, visitors and others. 

10. Availability of schools and educational facilities 

With emergence of India as a great economic and social power in the recent years 
and with declining economic growth in many parts of the world, India is currently seeing a 
large amount of reverse brain-drain. Professionals, academic and business establishments 
are seeing India as the place for the future increasing the demand for global class, affordable 
and tested educational facilities. India cities today offer a range of schooling facilities from 
kindergarten to tertiary education in all international streams from Montessori to International 
Bacculearate programmes, best business and management schools in the world, 
international campuses of major European and American universities operating in India. 

With a traditional English language expertise that is available, India today hosts the 
best educational establishments and facilities that can offer un-parallel opportunities for 
international staff and families of IPBES Secretariat. 

11. Facilities for transfer of funds and financial management systems 

 India is one of the very few countries that were not affected by the global financial 
crises. This is due to the policies and frameworks in place in the country. India offers flexible 
and secure banking and financial facilities in the region with a range of national and 
international banks that offer seem less services for banking and financial transactions. By 
establishing the Secretariat of IPBES, such special privileges needed for operations will be 
extended. 

12. Effect of staff location costs 

With world class facilities that is increasingly being available in India and decreasing 
costs of per capita costs, India boasts one of the most competitive cost of living options for 
international residents in India. The post-adjustment costs and cost of living provisions s per 
the standard norms will be most affordable in India. Necessary privileges to national and 
international staff will be extended to IPBES Secretariat staff. 
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13. Ease of local employment 

With its global outreach and increasing opportunities for employment, India offers very 
attractive and competitive opportunities for international recruitment in India. The policies and 
packages are tailored to attract talent and experience. Families of Secretariat staff will find 
the job opportunities in India both attractive and remunerative. 

C. Office Site and Financial Issues 

1. Availability of office facilities 

India offers some of the best office and professional facilities in the region. For IPBES, 
India is willing to offer office space, subsidised conference facilities and general service staff 
to facilitate smooth functioning of the Secretariat. Government of India will offer office space 
for the housing the IPBES Secretariat at a prime locality with enough space for the offices of 
all staff commensurate with the levels of the position, in-house conference facilities for up to 
50 people at a given time.  In addition, subsidised professional services and house-keeping 
facilities will also be provided for the Secretariat. The premises will be equipped with the best 
security manpower and surveillance capacities.  

In addition, infrastructural facilities such as communication, transportation, facilitation, 
catering and conference services will also be made available at subsidised costs. The offices 
of the Secretariat will be furnished and will be equipped with all modern facilities including 
storage and secretarial services. 

D. Legal Framework 
The establishment of IPBES Secretariat in India will be facilitated through a host 

country agreement with relevant agency(ies). All immunities and privileges for international 
staff will be provided for. Basic facilities such as tax free salary, exemption of VAT and others 
will also be offered by Government of India for the Secretariat.  

All staff and their dependants will be provided with opportunities for education, health 
care, security and other services to enable their comfortable stay in the country. Facilitation 
of visa facilities for families and staff of the Secretariat, all visitors and participants of 
meetings at IPBES will be arranged for through appropriate channels. 

E. Other Facilities 
Government of India will offer subsidised, tax free conference facilities, stay and 

accommodation facilities for all participants at the IPBES supported events in India. 

***** 
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Annexure I 

Some leading scientific institutions in India 

S. No. Name of the organisations 
1.  All India Institute of Medical Sciences 

2.  Bhabha Atomic Research Centre 
3.  BirbalSahani Institute of Palaeo Botany 
4.  Central Arid Zone Research Institute 
5.  Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy 
6.  Central Drug Research Institute 
7.  Central Electrochemical Research Institute  
8.  Central Food Technological Research Institute  
9.  Central Inland Capture Fisheries Research Institute 
10.  Central Institute for Cotton Research 
11.  Central Institute for Research on Goats 
12.  Central Institute of Brackishwater Aquaculture 
13.  Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 
14.  Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute 
15.  Central Plantation Crops Research Institute 
16.  Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology 
17.  Council of Scientific and Industrial Research 
18.  Defence Research and Development Organisation 
19.  Directorate of Wheat Research 
20.  Environment Protection Training and Research Institute 
21.  Fluid Control Research Institute 
22.  Forest Research Institute 
23.  Indian Agricultural Research Institute 
24.  Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations 
25.  Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
26.  Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 
27.  Indian Institute of Chemical Technology 
28.  Indian Institute of Geomagnetism 
29.  Indian Institutes of Information Technology 
30.  Indian Institutes of Management 
31.  Indian Institute of Microbial Technology 
32.  Indian Institute of Petroleum 
33.  Indian Institute of Pulses Research 
34.  Indian Institute of Science 
35.  Indian Institutes of Technology 
36.  Indian Institute of Vegetable Research 
37.  Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
38.  Indira Gandhi Center for Atomic Research, Kalpakkam 
39.  Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research 
40.  Industrial Toxicology Research Centre 
41.  Institute for Plasma Research 
42.  Institute of Himalayan Bioresource Technology 
43.  International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
44.  International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), 

Patancheru 
45.  ISRO Satellite Centre 
46.  Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research 
47.  Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics 
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S. No. Name of the organisations 
48.  National Aerospace Laboratories 
49.  National Atmospheric Research Laboratory 
50.  National Botanical Research Institute 
51.  National Brain Research Centre 
52.  National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources 
53.  National Centre for Agricultural Economics and Policy Research 
54.  National Centre for Biological Sciences 
55.  National Centre for Software Technology 
56.  National Geophysical Research Institute 
57.  National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences 
58.  National Institute of Ocean Technology 
59.  National Institute of Oceanography 
60.  National Research Centre for Agroforestry 
61.  National Research Centre for Oil Palm 
62.  National Research Laboratory for Conservation of Cultural Property 
63.  Nuclear Science Centre 
64.  Petroleum Conservation Research Association 
65.  S.N.Bose National Center for Basic Sciences 
66.  Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics 
67.  Science and Engineering Research Council 
68.  Society for Applied Microwave Electronic Engineering and Research 
69.  The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) 
70.  Wildlife Institute of India 
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Annexure- II 

Offices of important UN and other International Organisations in 
India 

S. No.  Name of the Organisation 
1.  Afro Asian Rural Development Organization 
2.  Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT) 
3.  Asian African Legal Consultative Organization 
4.  Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
5.  Food & Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
6.  International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB) 
7.  International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
8.  International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRI 
9.  International Finance Corporation 
10.  International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
11.  International Labour Organization 
12.  International Monetary Fund  
13.  International Trade Centre (ITC) 
14.  Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) 
15.  League of Arab States Mission 
16.  Office of the United Nations resident Co-Ordinator in India 
17.  Office of the WHO Representative to India 
18.  The World Bank 
19.  Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 
20.  United Nations Childrens Fund (UNICEF) 
21.  United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
22.  United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) 
23.  United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
24.  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 
25.  United Nations High Commissioner For Refugees (UNHCR) 
26.  United National Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT) 
27.  United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 
28.  United Nations Information Centre (UNIC) 
29.  United Nations Millennium Campaign (UNMC) 
30.  United Nations Military Observer Group In India And Pakistan (UNMOGIP) 
31.  United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
32.  UNOPS 
33.  United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
34.  United Nations Volunteers (UNV) 
35.  World Food Programme (WFP) 
36.  World Health Organisation (WHO) 
37.  World Health Organization South-East Asia Regional Office (SEARO) 
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D. Offer by Kenya 
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E.  Offer by the Republic of Korea 
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