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Annex

ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL MEETING ON INTERGOVERNMENAL
PLATFORM ON BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES (IPBES)
10-12 March 2012, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

Chair’s Report

The Asia-Pacific Regional Meeting on Inter-governmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
was held from 10-12 March 2012 in Tehran, hosted by the Department of Environment of Islamic Republic of Iran, in
collaboration with the ECO Institute of Environmental Science and Technology (ECO-IEST), with support from UNEP
and ECO secretariat, and financial support from the governments of Norway and Republic of Korea. Almost 70
participants from Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kiribati,
Kyrgyzstan, Lao PDR, Lebanon, Liberia, Maldives, Mauritius, Nepal, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Republic of Korea,
and Turkey were attended the meeting. Representatives of the UNDP, UNEP-WCMC, UNESCO and ECO Secretariat
were also present as an observer. List of participants is attached as Annex-I.

Obijectives of the meeting

= Providing background information on IPBES and on related activities;

= Receive feedback from various IPBES stakeholders and their activities (experts’ workshops, forums, etc.);

= Present and discuss the main documents UNEP has been requested to prepare in coordination with UNDP, FAO
and UNESCO for the second session;

= Provide an opportunity for government representatives for an initial exchange of views on these documents; and
= Gather feedback and suggestions from countries (governmental agencies, non-governmental organizations,
scientific institutions, etc).

= Partnership building and synergies with Rio Conventions.

= Exchange of lessons learned and best practices with regard to biodiversity and ecosystem services.

Opening Session

=  Dr. Asghar Mohammadi Fazel, Deputy Head of Natural Environment & Biodiversity of the Department of
Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the President of ECO-IEST made his inaugural statement.

= Mr. Ali Khanbutayev, Director (EME) of the ECO Secretariat, in his opening statement, presented short overview
of the ECO activities on the biodiversity and expressed readiness to continue on his effort on the said field.

=  H.E. Mr. Mohammad Javed Mohammadi Zadeh, Vice President and Head of the Department of Environment of
the Islamic Republic of Iran also welcomed to the participants. He hoped that IPBES can help us to raise political
and public awareness of the meaning of biodiversity, in order to finally halt its ongoing loss and build capacities
in order to strengthen the knowledge base in developing countries, and to establishing global and regional
networks of biodiversity experts.

=  During the inauguration session delegates from the Republic of Korea, Representative of Government of
Norway, UNDP and UNEP also made their statements.

Election of the Officers

Dr. Asghar Mohammadi Fazel, Deputy Head of Natural Environment & Biodiversity of the Department of
Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the President of ECO-IEST was elected as Chairman and H.E. Mr.
Yeon-chul Yoo, Director General of Ministry of Environment of South Korea was elected as co-Chairman of the
Meeting.

The meeting decided to form a Drafting Committee including the delegates of Iran, Pakistan, Liberia, Republic of
Korea, UNESCO and the ECO Secretariat to assist the chair to prepare the Report of the meeting which is hereby
attached.
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Key Points

1.

Agenda item on Introduction to IPBES and the process to date

Delegates stressed the following points:

The need to ensure IPBES avoids duplication with, and builds on existing activities and work of institutions in
the region.

The need to ensure IPBES engages with the scientific and technical communities in the regions, in addition to
political focal points in governments.

The option for a registry of relevant organisations to be maintained to facilitate engagement at regional and
national level

The importance of IPBES building from the bottom up, from national initiatives through to regional efforts up
to global.

The importance of starting gradually, building up the platform as needs and funds are available.

The need to ensure a clear relationship with the MEAs.

Develop resource mobilization strategy for sustainable financing IPBES Programme.

Funding for capacity building should be considered as a part of platform’s work program in the early stage.

Agenda item on expectations for Panama session

The importance of making progress and taking decisions in Panama so that the platform can become
operational thereafter — including establishing the platform in Panama.

The importance of attracting private sector financing to the IPBES trust fund.

The importance of fully understand the hosting offers on the table from the five proposals received by
governments.

Agenda item on stakeholder engagement

The need to engage a wide range of stakeholders to ensure the full range of issues are covered by the
platform, across biodiversity, ecosystem services, and human well-being, including across disciplines.

The importance of indigenous and traditional knowledge in the work of the platform, recognizing their
important relationship with biodiversity and ecosystem services. The possibility of establishing a specific
function for a supporting unit to facilitate the integration of indigenous knowledge into the platform.

Agenda item of the work programme

The need to fully engage all stakeholders in the design and implementation of the work programme,
particularly the multidisciplinary scientific community, NGOs, IGOs, local communities and representatives
of the private sector.

The need to build on and encourage robust monitoring networks, at national, regional, sub-regional and
global scales.

Communication, education and public awareness should be as a priority in the work of IPBES

The importance of a strong communications strategy to ensure the findings of the work programme are
disseminated widely, including to children and education programmes, but also to ensure engagement of
stakeholders in the implementation of the work programme.

The need to consider IPBES’ requirements for a data management system to make available data used in
IPBES work programme in order to strengthen transparency and credibility of the platforms work.

To build capacity through the more open access to data and information used in IPBES’ work, Such a data
management system should build on virtual technologies.

The need to build capacity for national level assessment, that will feed into regional and global assessments.

The importance of regional activities of the work programme, and therefore for a regional structure to
support its implementation.

The need to incorporate indigenous and traditional knowledge and knowledge holders across the work
programme.

The importance of considering gender issues, in relation to both the balanced involvement of scientists in
the work programme, and in relation to the role of women in managing, conserving and using biodiversity
and ecosystem services.

The importance of ensuring strong quality control procedures, including of peer review of all outputs of
IPBES.
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The option of considering a biogeographical structure to the assessment work of the platform, in addition to
a regional structure.

Existing policy related tools including models, indicators and methodologies should be harmonized/
synergized with the advice of science panel for better implementation and desired outcome.

Relevant organizations such as Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) may be invited to participate in all
Environmental meetings.

Agenda item of the structure and functions of bodies that might be established under the platform

A general sense that a small bureau and an additional science panel would best serve the needs of the
platform.

The importance of permanent working groups to deliver the work programme, which could be constituted at
regional level to oversee the integrated implementation of the work of the platform.

The need for a central secretariat, but also for a regional node structure (with possible also sub-regional
structure in diverse regions such as Asia-Pacific) to support delivery of the work at regional level. Such a
regional structure would not necessarily need to be provided by UN agencies, but could be subject to an
open call for proposals, in the same way as the global secretariat.

The importance of starting small and simple, and then growing as necessary to meet the evolving needs of
the platform to respond to the requests it receives.

The important role of the secretariat in providing technical support to the implementation of the work
programme.

Agenda item of the rules of procedures

The need to fully engage all governments in the work programme, whether as members of otherwise as
active participants in the platform.

The urgent need to clarify the issues of membership and status and role of observer organisations in the
platform so that work can progress.

The need to consider the terms of office for officers of the plenary to ensure a regional rotation as
appropriate.

. Agenda item of the secretariat

The need to consider the various elements/criteria to be used for deciding on the location of the secretariat,
including accessibility, security and other aspects, in addition to the financial support being offered by the
proposed host countries.

The need to consider the structure of the secretariat, but that this could be done in parallel with selecting
the host of the central secretariat.

The importance of agreeing on the process by which the selection of the host country will be determined.

. Agenda item of the budget

The importance of being clear on the budget breakdown.

The importance of trying to save costs, through for example working with virtual environmentally friendly
technologies and saving on meeting costs.

The importance of hearing pledges from donor countries in Panama to better understand the potential
availability of resources for the platform.

The need to ensure sufficient contingency is included in the budget to ensure that any emerging issues are
able to be addressed.

. Agenda item of the legal issue

The urgency to establish the platform in the second plenary meeting in Panama to ensure a quick start to
IPBES.

The importance of seeking legal advice, but also the recognition that the platform has many options for
establishment, all of which appear to have a legal basis, but that there are other considerations that would
need to be taken into account, such as the schedule of being operational, and political considerations.
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e |PBES should be established as an independent inter-governmental body, administered by one or more UN
Agencies as early as possible, exploring the possibility of transforming it into UN body later.

Closing Session

All the participants whole-heartedly thanked the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and ECO Institute of
Environmental Science and Technology for excellent arrangements made to hold this meeting and for the warm

hospitality extended to the participants during their stay as well as appreciated the UNEP for their assistance.
The Chairman announced the closing of the meeting.
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Annex |

The Asia- Pacific Regional Capacity Building Workshop and Consultative Meeting on
Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)

10 -12 March 2012, Tehran- Islamic Republic of IRAN

Country Name Country Name
8- Iran

1- Afghanistan | 1-Mr. Jalaludin Nasiri 9- Dr. Asghar Mohammadi
Expert of Wet lands of Natural Fazel
Heritage Protection Division Deputy Head
Email: dr.jalal_n@yahoo.com Department of Environment

Natural Environment and

2-Mr. Abdul Rashid Abdul Biodiversity Division
Hameed Email: amfazel@gmail.com
National Environmental
Protection Agency
Email: ab.rasheed84@gmail.com

2-Armenia 3- Mr. Aram Aghayan 10- Mr. Naser Moghaddasi
Head of the protected Areas Director General,
Ministry of Protection of the Habitats and Protected Area
Protected Area Bureau
Ministry of Environment Department of Environment
Email: agasaram@ahoo.com Email:

nasermoghaddasi@yahoo.com

3- Azerbaijan 4- Mr. Hajiagha Safarov 11- Mr. Javad Momenni
Deputy Director of the Hirkan Ministry of Foreign Affairs
National Park Email:
Email: momenijavad@yahoo.com
hajiaga_safarov@yahoo.com

4- Bangladesh | 5- Dr. AKM Rafigue Ahammed 12- Ms. Mehrasa Mehrdadi
Private Secretary to Minister Natural Environment and
(Deputy Secretary) Biodiversity Division
Ministry of Environment and Department of Environment
Forests Email:
Office of the Minister mehrasa.mehrdadi@gmail.com
Email:
rafique.ahammed@yahoo.com

5- Bhutan 6- Mr. Sonam Wangchuk 9-Republic of 10- Mr. Yeon-chul Yoo,
Chief Forest Officer Korea Director General
Wildlife Conservation Division International Cooperation Office
Dept. of Forest & Park Serices Ministry of Environment, South
Ministry of Agriculture & Forests Korea
Email; Email:ycyoo87@gmail.com
sonamwangchuck@gmail.com

6- Japan 7- Mr. Wataru Suzuki 11- JongNam Lee

Global Biodiversity Strategy
Office Ministry of the Environment
Email:WATARU_SUZUKI@env.g

o.jp

Director, Natural and Ecology
Division,

Seoul metropolitan Government
Jn8587@seoul.go.kr
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Country Name Country Name
7-Iraq 8- Ms. Nahlah Al-Bustani 12- JongHyeong Lee

Director of Coordination and Programmed Officer, Natural

Follow-up Department and Ecology Division, Seoul

Ministry of Environment metropolitan Government

Email: Email: johyhyeong@seuol.go.kr

Nahlabio2008@yahoo.com

13-Young BAE 22- Ms. Nazgul Turduatova

President, Korea National Chief Specialist

Committee Department on Protecetd Areas

Professor, Seoul National and Biodiversity Conservation

University, for IUCN Email: nazgul@mail.zu/

Email: ysuh@snu.ac.kr Nazgultk@hotmail.com

14- Si Yun Noh 13- LAO PDR 23- Mr. Lonkham Atsanavong

Programme Officer, Ministry of Natural Resources

Ministry of Environment and Environment

Email: pinkysiyoon@hanmad.met Email: lonkhama@yahoo.com

15-Soo Beom Kim 24- Mr.Vonephasao Oraseng

Staff, convention team Coex, Department of Environment

Email: manganic@naver.com E.mail:
vonephasao@gmail.com

16- Kwi Gon Kim 14- Liberia 25- Ms. Ellen Susannah White

Emeritus Professor, National Project Assistant

Seoul, National University FNR_RIO joint reporting project

Email: kwigon@snu.ac.kr Environmental Protection
Agency
E.mail:ellen2320092010@hotm
ail.com

17-Ki Yong Do 26- Jonathan Davies

Deputy Director, Biodiversity Programme

Ministry of Environment Coordinator

Email: kydo@korea.kr Environmental Protection
Agency
E.mail;jwdavies.epalib@gmail.c
om/
Jwdavies.epalib@yahoo.com

10 Kazakhstan | 18- Mr. Roman Jashenko 15-Lebanon 27- Dr. Mounir ABI SAID

Chairman, Professor

Kazakhstan MAB National Lebanese University

Committee Biodiversity and Ecosystem

Kazakhstan Management

Email : Email: mabisaid9@gmail.com

romajashenko@yahoo.com

19- Ms. Tleubayeva Zamzagul 16- Maldives 28- Mr.Ahmed Shan,

Alikhanovna

Lead Expert, Ministry of
Environment Protection of
Republic of Kazakstan
Email: zamzik76@mail.mu

Surveyor

Environmental Protection
Agency

Male', P.O Box: 20329
Email:
ahmed.shan@epa.gov.mv

11- Kiribati

20- Mr. Kaateti Toto
Acting Deputy Secretary
Ministry of Environment
Email: kaateti@gmail.com

17-Mautiriues

29- Mr. Mohammad
AslamYadallee

Ministry of Environment and
Sustainable Development
E.mail: envlaw@intnet.mu
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Country Name Country Name
12- 21- Ms. Aizada Manzurovna, 18-Nepal 30- Mr. Umesh Kumar
Kyrkyznstn Department of ecological strategy Mandal,
Kyrgyz Republic Associate Professor
Email: aika87.87@mail.ru Central Department of
Geography
Tribhuvan University,
Katmandu
Email:
umesh_jee@hotmail.com
19- Pakistan UNEP-WCMC
31- Mr. Abdul Munaf Qaimkhani 40- Mr. Johannes Peter
DIG-Forest (Forestry Wing) Herkenrath
Ministry of National Disaster Senior Programme Officer
Management Cambridge-UK
Email: Email: peter.herkenrath@unep-
amgaimkhani@yahoo.com wcmec.org
32- Dr. Manzoor Hussain UNEP 41 -Mr. Neville Ash
SOOMRO Head of Biodiversity and
Chairman, Ecosystem Services
Pakistan Science Foundation, UNEP,Kenya
Islamabad Email: neville.ash@unep.org
Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Email:
manzoorhsoomro@gmail.com
33-Mr. Muhammad Samar 42- Mr. Adamou Bouhari
Hussain Khan Task Manager Biodiversity
Assistant Secretary Wildlife UNEP, Kenya
Ministry of National Disaster Email:
Management, adamou.bouhari@unep.org
Email:
samar_baloch@yahoo.com
20- Republic 34- Prof. Dr. Ozer CINAR ECO-IEST 43- Dr. Sasan Rabieh
of Turkey Director,Kahramanmaras SitgU Assistant Professor &
imam University Coordinator ECO-IEST, Karaj-
CNR Research Group Iran
Campus of Avsar, University of Environment
Kahramanmaras, Email: srabieh@yahoo.com
Email: ozercinar@gmail.com
21- Russian 35- Mr.Alexander Solokha Observers 44- Mr. Hosein Mohammadi
Federation Coordinator of Water bird Director General
Conservation Activities Biodiversity and Wild life
Wetlands International Russia Bureau
Programme, Moscow- Russia Department of Environment,
Email: Asolokha@wwf.ru Iran
Email:
mohamadi617@yahoo.com
ECO 36- Mr. Ali Khanbutayev 45- Mr.Sadegh Sadeghi

Director of Energy, Minerals and
Environment, ECO
Email:director.eme@ecosecretari
at.org

Zadegan

Biodiversity and Wildlife Bureau
Department of Environment,
Iran

Email:
sadeghizadegan@abedi.net
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UNESCO Office in New Delhi
Email: r.boojh@unesco.org

Country Name Country Name
37- Mr. Reza Samieifard 46-Dr. Mahmood Yekke
Programme Officer of Yazdandoost
Environment Biodiversity and Wildlife Bureau
Email:director.eme@ecosecretari Department of Environment,
at.org Iran
Email: sadegh64@hotmail.com
38- Mr. Imran Ahmad 47- Dr. Masoud B. Karimi
Secretary -Environment Habitats and Protected Areas
Email:director.eme@ecosecretari Bureau
at.org Department of Environment
Email: mbkarimi@yahoo.com
UNESCO New | 39- Dr.RAM BOOJH 48- Ms. Mahboobe Tohidi
Delhi Office Programme Officer Biodiversity and Wild life

Bureau
Department of Environment
Email: tohidi_mo@yahoo.com

49- Dr. Mostafa Panahi
Professor,

Graduate School of the
Environment and EnergyEmail:
mostafa_panahi@yahoo.com

50- Dr. Ahmad Mahdavi
Sustainable Management of
Agriculture and Environment
(NGO)

Email: biomahda@gmail.com

51-Ms. Homeira Safari

Gilan Province

Department of Environment
Email: Hsafaripaskeh@gmail.com

52- Ms. Haide Ghorbanbeigi
International Affairs &
Conventions Center, Department
of Environment

Email:
haideh_ghorbanbeigi@yahoo.co
m

53- Mr. Gh. Reza Nori Sadegh
Systan va Baloochestan Province
Department of Environment
Email: rezanouri87@yahoo.com

54- Mr. Mousa Shoja

West Azerbaijan Province
Department of Environment
Email: shoja213@gmail.com

55- Mr. Davood Ghanipoor
East Azerbaijan Province
Department of Environment
Email: envoguardian@gmail.com

59- Ms. Maryam Roohani
Natural Museum Bureau
Department of Environment

60- Mr. Roohollah Esmailee
Mazandaran Province
Department of Environment
Email:
esmailirohollah598@gmail.com

61- Mr. Javad Nabati
Khorasan-e Razavi Province
Department of Environmen
Email: nabati77@yahoo.com

62- Mr. Morteza Nakhaee
Najad

South Khorasan Province
Department of Environment

63- Mr. Bahram Ali Zaheri
Semnan Province
Department of Environment

64- Ms. Parisa Sajedian
Fars Province
Department of Environment

65- Ms. Mohaddese Hemmati
Hormozgan Province
Department of Environment
Email: hemmati.en@gmail.com
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Country

Name

Country

Name

56- Mr. M. Reza Molla Abbasi
Golestan Province

Department of Environment
Email: envoguardian@gmail.com

57- Mr. Shahram S.Khadem
Ardabil Province

Department of Environment
Email:mrmabbasi@yahoo.com

58- Dr. Behzad Saeed Pour
Professor

University of Environment
Email:
bsaeedpour.coe@gmail.com

66- Mr. Ghodratollah Alipoor
Kohgilooye & Boyer Ahmad
Province

Department of Environment

67- Mr. Timur Akhmetov,
Russian Interpreter
Email:director.eme@ecosecret
ariat.org

68- Nurgul Duissenova
Russian Interpreter
Email:director.eme@ecosecret
ariat.org
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